TOWN OF BAILEY MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING - 2/17/2025

The Regular Meeting of the Bailey Town Board was held in the Bailey Town Hall on February 17,
2025, at 6:30 PM.

The following members of the Bailey Town Board were present: Mayor Owen H. Strickland I,
Mayor Pro Tempore/Commissioner Walter Wells, and Commissioners Richard Wilson and David

Evans.

Also present: Town Administrator/Town Clerk/CFO Joel Killion, Zoning Administrator/Code
Enforcer Shawn Lucas, and Town Attorney Mark Edwards

Called the meeting to order and welcomed guests:
Mayor Strickland called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance

Acceptance of meeting minutes and financials:

Commissioner Evans made a motion to accept January’s Regular Commissioner meeting
minutes as presented, and Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Wells: Aye.

Commissioner Evans made a motion to accept February 5th’s Special-Called meeting minutes as
presented, and Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Wells: Aye.

The Board of Commissioners accepted the financials as presented.

Agenda:

Envirolink: A representative from Envirolink was not present.

Top Notch Lawn Care: Mr. John Thompson (Owner/Operator) was not present.

Old Business:

Commissioner’s Reports Regarding Dept. Operations — Mayor Strickland shared that these
reports will be delayed due to two Commissioner’s being absent this evening.
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B1-25EM Ordinance Modification — Mayor Strickland shared that he is still working on this to
ensure it aligns with State regulations and State statute.

New Business:

Planning Board Appointment — Mayor Strickland presented an application completed by Mr.
Abel Fragoso, who is interested in being considered for the current vacancy on the Bailey
Planning Board.

Commissioner Evans made a motion to have the application reviewed by the Planning Board,
and Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Wells: Aye.

Public Comments:

M. J. Chris Price — Mr. Price (Farris & Thomas Law) was present to represent Mr. Patino and his
event center and hoped to address the permitting issues their client is having with the Town.

Mayor Strickland stated that Regulatory Commissioner Ervin Powell and Zoning
Administrator/Code Enforcer Shawn Lucas were not present at that time but that Zoning
Administrator/Code Enforcer Lucas would be arriving soon and could discuss this matter during

his remarks.

Mr. Steve Bryant — Mr. Bryant spoke in favor of Mr. Patino’s Special Permit request.

Closed Session:

Commissioner Evans made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3)
and (4) for matters related to attorney-client privilege and economic development.
Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Wells: Aye.

Commissioner Evans made a motion to return to open session. Commissioner Wells seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wells: Aye, Wilson: Aye.
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Department Head Comments:

Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcer, Shawn Lucas: Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcer Lucas
provided an update on recent zoning/planning-related news.

Then, with Mayor Strickland’s permission, Lucas segued into the planned Public Hearing.

Public Hearing(s):

Commissioner Evans made a motion to open the Public Hearing. Commissioner Wilson
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Wells: Aye.

Zoning Administrator/Code Enforcer Lucas opened the Public Hearing for a Text Amendment to
Article 5 of the Town of Bailey Zoning Ordinances, adding Section 551 Additional Standards for
Nightclubs within the Town of Bailey.

Mayor Strickland opened the floor for public comments, after which no one came forward.
Then, Mayor Strickland closed the public comments portion of the Public Hearing.
Commissioner Wells made a motion to send the proposed Ordinance change request to the
Town of Bailey Planning Board to review and write a Statement of Consistency to provide to the

Town Board of Commissioners during the next Commissioner’s meeting on March 17, 2025.
Commissioner Evans seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Wells: Aye, Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye.

Commissioner Wells made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Commissioner Evans seconded
the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Wells: Aye, Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye.
The Department Head Comments then continued.

Bailey Police Department: Lt. Andy Cone spoke on behalf of Police Chief Adam Gelo, who was
absent at the time, and recommended the hiring of a new police officer, Mr. Rubin Santos, who
was undergoing a background check.

Commissioner Wells made a motion to accept this recommendation to hire Mr. Santos, pending
the completion of the background check. Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. Motion

carried.
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Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Wells: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Evans: Aye.

Then, regarding another Police-related matter, Mayor Strickland had Ms. Leigh Deans (Bailey
Chamber of Commerce) present a detailed request for street closures for the 2025 N.C.
Sweetpotato Festival.

Commissioner Evans made a motion to close Main Street from Benson Street to Jackson Street
on Friday night, May 16, beginning at 12 noon and continuing all night until Saturday at
midnight, and to close Main Street from Jackson Street to Nash Street on Saturday morning,

May 17, beginning at 7am, until Saturday night at midnight. Commissioner Wells seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wells: Aye, Wilson: Aye.

Town Administrator, Joel Killion: Administrator Killion presented the 2024/2025 Budget
Amendment #3 to the Board for their review and vote.

Commissioner Wells made a motion to approve the 2024/2025 Budget Amendment #3 as
presented. Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Wells: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Evans: Aye.

Commissioner’s Remarks:

Dillon Bissette: Absent
David Evans: No remarks.
Ervin Powell: Absent.

Richard Wilson: No remarks.

Mayor Pro Tempore/Infrastructure and Sewer & Water Commissioner’s Remarks:

Mayor Pro Tempore/Commissioner Wells provided a brief update on the upcoming water and
sewer rehab projects.
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Mayor’s Remarks:

Mayor Strickland shared information regarding his attendance at the N.C. Mayor’s Association
meeting the prior week in Chapel Hill. He also shared that he is working to gather additional

grant funding for the Town of Bailey.

Commissioner Evans made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Commissioner Wilson
seconded. Motion carried.

Vote: Mayor Strickland: N/A, Commissioner Evans: Aye, Wilson: Aye, Wells: Aye.

Meeting adjourned.
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